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Truly a classic on holy living 
and the deepening of the spir- 
itual life. 


For 40 years the author, a minister 
of the Church of England, was a 
leading speaker and Council mem- 


ber of the British Keswick Con- 


vention. 


This book has been regarded as the 
Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 


Mitchell, its former chairman. 


Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 

the subject of Holiness.” 

The regular selling price of this 128 

page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 

paid, from your bookstore or from 

The Sunday School Times Co. 
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“Ourselves and Others” 
Now in Booklet Form 


AST year, from May 24 to November 

1, a series of twenty thought- 
provoking editorials was published in 
THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times under the 
over-all title, “Ourselves and Others.” 
They were reprinted from a series of 
editorials written by H. Clay Trumbull, 
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many readers have written to ask if 
the series could be made available in 
booklet form, and the TIMEs jis glad to 
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lesson for May 31 in this issue 





Lesson 9.—Elijah, God’s Warrior. 
1 Kings 16:29 to 19:21. 
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Just Where We Are, He Comes 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“Jesus himself drew near, and went with them” 
(Luke 24:15) 
HE Lord Himself drew near and 
went with them: 
Just when He seemed most far, He 
_ was right there. 


Bereft and desolate, they could not 


stem 
Their rising tide of anguish and de- 
spair: 
They thought Him gone forever. Then 
He came 
And walked awhile beside them. 


When they heard 

That gentle voice they felt a sudden 
flame 

That kindled in their hearts with 
every word. 


Just where we are, He comes to meet 
our need: 

He walks beside us down each lonely 
road. 

If yielded to His Spirit, hearts that 
bleed 

Will feel Another shouldering their 
load 

And, in the darkness of adversity, 

Will find Him there as blessed company. 
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Understanding God’s Ways 


Moses was not content, as were the 
other Israelites, merely to observe the 
wonderful acts of God. He wanted to 
See more than the Red Sea opening, 
More than the manna and quail, more 
than the thunder and lightning and 
thick cloud at Sinai. And so he prayed, 
“Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have 











found grace in thy sight, shew me now 
thy way, that I may know thee, that 








I may find grace in thy sight: and con- 


” 


sider that this nation is thy people 
(Exod. 33:13). Therefore it does not 
surprise us to find the contrast stated 
by David: “He made known his ways 
unto Moses, his acts unto the children 
of Israel” (Psa. 103:7). Often we are 
‘content to be mere dispassionate ob- 
servers, seeing what God is doing but 
not perceiving His ways. We see God’s 
provision to meet our need, but our 
understanding of His grace and care 
for us does not increase. We see the 
changing events of history, but we do 
not grow in our knowledge of the God 
who melts the hearts of rulers and 
moves nations as He wills. We hear 
about what is happening through the 
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preaching of the Gospel in Japan and 
Ecuador and Australia, but we learn 
little of the ways of God’s. Spirit in 
evangelizing the world. We _ suffer 
grievous loss, we stand beside an open 
grave, we pass a sleepless night, but we 
profit little thereby. For in every event 
of life—the life of a man or the, life of 
a nation—it is terribly easy to miss the 
divine point. God’s purposes may be 
overlooked, His plan not discerned. To 
be mere onlookers is to miss out spir- 
itually. But we don’t want to miiss out 
—we want to be like Moses, not like 
the other Israelites. And so we pray 
Moses’ prayer, “Shew me now thy way”; 
we echo that similar prayer of David, 
“Teach me thy way, O Lord” (Psa. 27: 
11). When God begins to answer that 
prayer, it does not leave us comfortable. 
We ascend Mount Sinai trembling with 
Moses, we grieve with David, we stand 
with Elijah, shaking while the strong 
wind rends the mountains. But to be- 
gin to understand God’s ways is to be- 
gin to enter into fellowship with God 
Himself. Moses prayed, “Shew me now 
thy way, that I may know thee.” 
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Is the United States in Prophecy? 


By Lt. General William K. Harrison, Jr. (Ret.) 


(An answer to the letter on the next page) 


HE question as to whether or not 
Tite United States is mentioned in 

the Bible is a very natural one for 
American Christians. It is certain that 
this country is not mentioned by name 
in the Bible. Therefore if there is any- 
thing in the Scriptures specifically 
about the United States it must be writ- 
ten in symbolic language, and must be 
interpreted in relation to the context 
in which it is found. Even then one 
cannot be certain. It should be remem- 
bered also that as far as lands and peo- 
ples are concerned the Bible deals pri- 
marily with God’s people, Israel, and 
their land. Therefore one would not 
expect to find mentioned specifically 
nations that do not directly affect Israel. 
Further, to mention by name a country 
not known to the Jews to whom the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“God . . . answered me in the — 
day of my distress, and was with 
me in the way which I went” 
(Gen. 35:3). 




















Prophets wrote would merely have con- 
fused the readers from that day until 
that country became known. It is clear 
that at the end of the age prior to the 
Second Advent of Christ to earth to 
rule the world, all of the nations will 
be involved in the Great Tribulation, 
and in the wars which center about 
Jerusalem (Zech. 12 and 14:1-4; Matt. 
24: 15-22; Rev. 16: 12-16; 19: 17-21). There- 
fore if the United States is in ex- 
istence at that time it will be included. 

The pastor is quite correct, in my 
opinion, in believing that the United 
States deserves God’s judgment. No 
country has ever enjoyed greater spir- 
itual opportunities, political freedoms, 
and material resources, yet the apos-- 
tasy and corruption that are rife in this 
land merit the terrible judgment of 
the holy and just God. I do not see 
however that we can draw other than 
the most general connection between 
the judgments described in Ezekiel 26 
to 32 and a future judgment on the 
United States. The judgments in the 
Ezekiel passage on Tyre and Egypt 
were carried out long ago. The: literal 
fulfillment of these prophecies is well 
described in a volume, “Wonders of 
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Prophecy,” by John Urquhart. In the 
general sense, however, those empires 
did possess the features common to all 
world powers in their pride: material 
wealth, idolatry, and corruption. There- 
fore it is safe to assume that other such 
nations not named will also come un- 
der the lash of God’s judgment. Thus 
these prophecies in Ezekiel can be 
taken as a warning of God’s wrath on 
any sinful nation, including the United 
States. 

Some Bible students and expositors 
have seen a reference to the United 
States in Ezekiel 38:13. The connection 
is alleged to lie in “the merchants of 
Tarshish, with all the young lions there- 
of.” Tarshish was a port in southern 
Spain of ancient days and the Phoeni- 
cian ships from there went to England 
for tin. If the reference does apply to 
England, then “the young lions thereof” 
might well be the United States and 
other former British colonies. But this 
is hardly more than surmise. 

There appears to me to be another 
passage that might refer to the United 
States. This idea is advanced with 
some hesitation because it is only an 
inference based on another inference, 
and some might begin to think of it as 
a definite teaching of the Scriptures. 
There has been too much of this in 
time past. However, with this warn- 
ing, the interpretation of the passage is 
interesting and appears quite logical. 

The passage is Revelation 8:8, 9. The 
interpretation that will be given below 
depends on the belief that trends in the 
world today point to the near approach 
of the Great Tribulation. This belief 
was presented in the article, “As Ye 
See the Day Approaching,” in the Bib- 
liotheca Sacra for January-March, 
1959. Briefly, four conditions or trends 
apparent today, which could never have 
happened before, will, if continued to 
their logical conclusion, result in con- 
ditions that will be the fulfillment of 
very definite and clear prophecies of 
the end of the age. These conditions 
are: 


1. The revival of a great empire in 
the area of the Roman Empire (Dan. 
2, 7; Rev. 13). NATO and other trends 
toward consolidation in this area are 
now visible, and continuing. 

2. The return of a part of the Jewish 
people to Israel, their government, and 
a temple. About two-million of them 
are there and they have a government. 
The temple is a detail which may not 
be far in the future. 


3. The great invasion of Israel by 
powers from the north just prior to the 
time when the Lord at the Second Ad- 
vent to the earth will regather, restore, 
and convert Israel (Ezek. 38, 39). This 
could only be Russia and its allies. 
Today Russia is militarily able to 
launch such an invasion to take over 
the Near and Middle East. Its only 
fear would be war with the United 
States. Never before now has Russia 
been able to do so. 


4. The wars described for the end of 
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the age are terrible and destructive 
beyond comprehension. Today and 
never before men have the weapons 
able to do that damage. Arms races 
always end in war, and in this case the 
great war resulting would destroy so- 
ciety as an organized thing. 

If we assume that we are nearing the 
Great Tribulation, then the interpre- 
tation of Revelation 8:8, 9 becomes 
clear. The passage says, “And the sec- 
ond angel sounded, and as it were a 
great mountain burning with fire was 
cast into the sea: and the third part 
of the sea became blood; and the third 
part of the creatures which were in the 
sea, and had life, died; and the third 
part of the ships were destroyed.” 

Study of the concordance will show 
that the. word “mountain,” used as a 
symbol, means a country or govern- 
ment. Fire indicates judgment (1 Cor. 
3:13; Matt. 18:8, 9; Rev. 20:12-15). The 
sea symbolically refers to the unor- 
ganized mass of people (Isa. 57:20). 
Using these meanings, the passage 
would indicate that a great country, 
under God’s judgment, suddenly col- 
lapses with great loss of life and 
property into a disintegrated mass of 
people. 

The trumpet judgments’ terminate 
with the seventh just before the Sec- 
ond Advent (Rev. 11:14-19). The seal, 
trumpet, and bowl judgments all ter- 
minate just before the coming of the 
Lord to the earth. (I believe the Rap- 
ture of the Church will occur before 
the Tribulation.) The sixth seal (Rev. 
6:12-17) corresponds to the great heav- 
enly signs and their fearful conse- 
quences (Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:25, 26) 
which immediately precede the Advent. 
At the seventh bowl judgment the 
angel declares, “It is done,” and the 
judgment on the nations and Babylon 
occurs (Rev. 16:17-21). Nothing is left 
but for the Lord to come as described 
in Revelation 19. Therefore the three 
series of judgments all terminate im- 
mediately prior to the Second Advent 
and run concurrently, certainly for part 
of their courses. The second trumpet 
judgment would therefore be near the 
beginning of the Great Tribulation, and 
the judgment on the great power would 
take place at that time. 

If the Great Tribulation is approach- 
ing in the near future, the United 
States is the only country that could 
fit into the prophecy. China is not a 
true great power, neither are England, 
Germany, France, or Japan any more. 
There are only two great powers to- 
day: the United States and Russia. In 
the Great Tribulation there will be 
another, the great empire of the Beast 
in the area that was the Roman Em- 
pire. This one and Russia will remain 
until the end of the Tribulation, because 
both are destroyed at that time (Ezek. 
38, 39; Dan. 2, 7). The United States is 
the only one of the three that could be 
the subject of the prophecy. 

There is a good military reason for the 
destruction of the United States at that 
time. When Russia launches its inva- 
sion to conquer Israel and the Near East 
(Ezek. 38) it will invade the area of the 
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Beast’s empire at the moment its forces 
cross the Russian frontier. This wil] 
mean war, a world war, in view of the 
nature of the Beast and his empire (Rey, 
13). No matter how great the military 
‘strength that Russia might have, it 
would not want to fight the Beast and 
the great military strength of thé United 
States at the same time (war on two 
fronts). Therefore nothing would be 
more logical than a sudden surprise and 
decisive nuclear attack on the United 
States at that time. Fire, as mentioned 
in Revelation 8:8, would certainly be a 
major result of such an attack. 

If we accept the initial premise that 
we are nearing the Great Tribulation, 
then the interpretation that the United 
States is referred to in the Bible in 
Revelation 8:8, 9, even though nowhere 
named, certainly seems reasonable. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is the United States 
in Prophecy? 


Can you please tell me whether 
you feel there is any portion of the 
prophetic Scriptures which deals with 
the future and fate of this country, 
the United States? 

Surely, in view of the declining 
moral conditions that prevail, together 
with the apostate condition of a large 
segment of the church, it becomes 
very apparent the judgment of God 
must certainly fall sooner or later on 
this nation. 

In studying the prophecy of Ezekiel 
a deep impression has been made 


upon me that the writer, under the © 


inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was 
viewing by divine revelation the 
course of our country’s future and 
destiny as he wrote concerning the 
judgment of God upon Tyrus and 
Egypt (Ezek. 26 to 32). Do you feel 
that “Egypt” (as a type of the world) 
might also signify, in the symbolic 
language of prophecy, the actual fate 
of our country? 

I personally believe God has a des- 
tiny in mind for the United States. 
If this be so, something concerning it 


must be spoken of in Scripture. Can . 


it be that God will visit judgment on 
America through a foreign hostile 
power, and then, in turn, visit judg- 
ment by His own hand on the offend- 
ing nation as well? God has in the 
past used foreign nations to punish 
His people Israel when they persisted 
in sin. May it not be true that He 
will do the same towards this nation 
unless it repents and turns back to 
God and His Word?—A New York 
pastor. 


The Editor asked his good friend, Lt. 
General William K. Harrison, Jr. (Ret.), 
who is a keen student of Biblical proph- 
ecy, to answer the principal question 
in the above letter. His answer con- 
stitutes the leading editorial in this 
issue, beginning on the preceding page. 
(General Harrison has just retired from 
his position as executive secretary 
of the Evangelical Welfare Agency, 
Chicago.) F 
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The Billy Graham Crusade in Melbourne, Australia 


“The nearest approach to revival | have ever seen” 


tralia in 1954 and to conduct united 

meetings in Sydney, Adelaide, New- 
castle, and Melbourne. In each city 
there was a meeting with the ministers 
and leading Christian workers to dis- 
cuss the possibility of-a Billy Graham 
Crusade. An hour was spent in Syd- 
ney with that great saint of God, the 
late Archbishop Mowll, who for a 
number of years was the Primate of 
Australia, and who expressed a keen 
interest in the possibility of Billy Gra- 
ham’s visiting the land “down under.” 
He said during: our interview, “Aus- 
tralia has never experienced a national 
spiritual awakening and it may be that 
through the visit of Dr. Graham and 
his team the Church of Christ in this 


[' WAS my privilege to be in Aus- 


‘land will be set on fire and we shall be 


able to see a mighty revival.” 

We truly praise the Lord that the 
prayers of God’s people are being an- 
swered in connection with this Crusade, 
which began on February 15. Now that 
the Melbourne Crusade has ended, it 
can honestly be said that this is the 
nearest approach to revival I have ever 
seen. 


All Records Broken 


All records were broken on Sunday 
afternoon, March 15, when the closing 
meeting of the Crusade was held in 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground and 
130,000 attended. This was the largest 
crowd ever addressed by Dr. Graham 
and, as one reporter said, “The largest 
crowd any individual has ever addressed 
in all of the Southern Hemisphere.” 

Mr. Ian Johnston, the secretary of 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground who 
gave the figure quoted above, after- 
wards stated that it was the largest 


crowd gathered in any cricket ground . 


in any part of the world. He was 
most eulogistic in his commendation 
of all they arrangements made for the 
meeting. It was he who gave the word 
for the people to entet the playing 
field. when thousands were unable to 
get into the Ground otherwise. It was 
the same condition of things in the 
Wembley Stadium meeting in 1954 at 
the close of the Harringay Crusade 
which had been the largest crowd ad- 
dressed by Dr. Graham until the Mel- 
bourne Crusade. Another tradition 
was broken at the Cricket Ground 
when ladies were allowed to take their 
Seats in the Members Stand, which has 
always been reserved for men only. 

All the praise and glory must be 
given to the Lord, and Dr. Graham was 
careful to emphasize this when he faced 
the vast congregation. “I could not 
Stand here,” he said, “and see this vast 
crowd without being moved.” He 
added: “This is a great historic mo- 
Ment in the life of Australia. It is the 
Lord’s doing. It is also typical of the 


Having served the Pocket Testament 
League as secretary in the Philadel- 
phia office for some time, Mr 
Mitchell is now closely associated 
with Dr. Graham as a member of his 
evangelistic team. Five years ago he 
went to Australia to help prepare 
the way for the Crusade now in 
progress and he here gives a first- 
hand account of the meetings at- 
tended by tremendous crowds in 
the capital of the State of Victoria. 
In summarizing the results of the 
first part of the Crusade in this arti- 
cle, Mr. Mitchell states that Dr. Gra- 
ham and the team are always careful 
to describe those going forward as 
“inquirers.” The audience at the 
closing meeting in Melbourne was 
the largest ever addressed by 
Dr. Graham. 








warmhearted reception we have had 
in Melbourne.” ; 

It truly was a memorable occasion 
and the weather was ideal for it, not 
too hot, and the sun shining brightly 
throughout the service made it possible 
for the press, television, and movie 
cameramen to take the best possible 
photographs, the filming being done 
in color. 

The service began with the singing 
of the national anthem, and then Cliff 
Barrows, that gracious and Spirit-filled 
master of ceremonies, led the congre- 
gation in the singing of some of the 
grand old hymns of the church. The 
singing by the 2,800 voice choir of the 
hymn, “O for a thousand tongues to 
sing,” to the tune “Diadem,” thrilled 
the assembly as did the singing of that 
old favorite, “Jerusalem,” by America’s 
beloved Gospel singer, George Beverly 
Shea. Tedd Smith officiated at the 
organ with his usual talent and con- 
secrated ability. 


Distinguished Patronage 

The Crusade was under the . distin- 
guished patronage of His Excellency, 
the Governor of the State of Victoria, 
Sir Dallas Brooks, and it was fitting 
therefore that he should be on the plat- 
form with Lady Brooks. The Governor 
read the Scripture lesson, the 23rd 
Psalm, with a firm, clear voice. An- 
other distinguished guest was Sir Ed- 
mund Herring, the Chief Justice of the 
State, who from the very beginning of 
the preparations for the Crusade has 
taken such an active interest in this 
great effort to win the lost for Christ. 

Dr. Barton Babbage, the Dean of 
Melbourne, has made a splendid Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee and 
his leadership has done much to bring 
about the marvelous unity among the 
ministers and churches in the Crusade. 
Each major denomination by resolution 


By RALPH W. MITCHELL 


at its general assembly had given its 
endorsement which helped tremendously 
towards the Crusade having such a real 
impact upon the whole community. 

Dr. Babbage in introducing Dr. Gra- 

ham to the vast congregation paid warm 
tribute to the evangelist: “We have all 
been impressed by his burning sin- 
cerity, his infectious charm, and his 
personal devotion to Jesus Christ.” 
_ Before giving his message Dr. Gra- 
ham thanked Dr. Babbage and the min- 
isters for their great co-operation and 
support and also expressed his appre- 
ciation of the magnificent work done 
by the choir members, counselors, ush- 
ers, and prayer partners. Prolonged 
applause followed the reading of a let- 
ter that he had received from the Pres- 
ident of the United States of America, 
dated, White House, March 2. Part of 
this letter stated: 

“Americans have a feeling of deep 
friendship with the Australians and I 
am not at all surprised at the tradi- 
tional hospitality that the people of 
that country are showing to you. 

“Please convey to the citizens of Aus- 
tralia the good wishes of American 
citizens, including myself. 

“Mrs. Eisenhower joins me in all good 
wishes.” 


A Powerful Approach 


The approach of Dr. Graham has 
been most powerful and penetrating 
at each service. Much concern has 
been expressed for God’s servant be- 
cause of his eye affliction, particularly 
when the doctor has strongly advised 
him to preserve his strength as much 
as possible while he is preaching. It 
has to be said that Dr. Graham gave 
the most to the preaching of the Word 
as always, but we praise the Lord that 
he doesn’t seem to have suffered any 
further trouble with his eye and it 
even seems to have improved slightly. 

Anyone listening with interest to Dr. 
Graham at these meetings could not 
miss the point of. his preaching. There 
were no glittering generalities, rhetor- 
ical niceties, or pious platitudes, but 
always a clear, convincing, and chal- 
lenging declaration concerning sin, sal- 
vation, and judgment. More of the 
precious doctrines of the Word of God 
were faithfully presented and on two 
occasions Dr. Graham dealt with the en- 
thralling theme of “The Second Coming 
of Christ.” Many have expressed the 
conviction that no message was more 
powerful than, or used so greatly of 
the Holy Spirit as, one given on “The 
Offense of the Cross.” The evangelist 
truly honored the Lord Jesus Christ 
who shed His blood on Calvary for 
our redemption. — . 

Then the evangelist gave out his text, 
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
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that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat: because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13, 14). 
His message was a powerful one as he 
urged his hearers to get on to the 
straight and narrow way through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the conclusion of his message Dr. 
Graham appealed for an immediate de- 
cision for Christ. It was impossible to 
follow the usual procedure in such sur- 
roundings for obvious reasons, but the 
evangelist asked all those who were 
willing to accept Christ as Saviour and 
Lord to stand quietly in their places. 
What a thrilling spectacle it was to 
see the response, and even though 
many hundreds could not be reached 
by a counselor, 4,107 were able to sign 
a decision card. The historic meeting 
concluded with the singing of “God Be 
With You Till We Meet Again” and 
the benediction. 

Now, as regard statistics for the en- 
tire Crusade, they defy calculation. We 
know that statistics often can be very 
imposing but most. inconclusive. In 
any case who can describe the work of 
the Holy Spirit of God upon the lives 
of countless men and women? Yet we 
can report that in 25 meetings held in 
Melbourne there was a total attendance 
of 719,008, an average of 28,760 at each 
service. The number of those who 
signed decision cards stands at 26,440, 
being an average of over 1,000 at each 
service. We are always careful to de- 
scribe those going forward as “in- 
quirers,” and we know full well that 
everyone going forward is not entering 
into a new life in Christ. Obviously 
some are only moved by an emotional 
impulse. Then again, some who signed 
the decision card indicated that they 
were making a fresh commitment of 
their lives to Jesus Christ. 

The significant feature of this Cru- 
sade, however, has been the large num- 
ber of “first-time decisions for Christ,” 
namely, 69 per cent of the total. Among 
other things it confirms that which 
had been’ evident from the beginning, 
how that the saints of God have been 
most faithful and zealous in bringing 
their unsaved friends to the meetings. 
I think “Operation Andrew” has been 
used more effectively in this Crusade 
than in any other. 

The co-operation of the press, radio, 
and television has been most gratify- 
ing. Many of the services were tele- 
vised ‘over one local station through 
the State of Victoria and on two or 
three occasions Dr. Graham actually 
was speaking to four audiences. There 
was the one in front of him, the people 
in their homes in Victoria, and the 
vast multitudes in America through 
the telecast from coast to coast over 
175 stations. Then there was another 
congregation by -means of the land 
line relay services held in 49 towns 
and cities of the State of Victoria, 250 
such meetings being held in this way. 

In order to assess the full impact 
made upon the city and the state from 
this Crusade, the work of the associate 


now being enjoyed by Dr. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


evangelists also has to be taken into 
account. Many meetings were held in 
churches, halls, schools, universities, 
offices, and other: places where many 
professed faith in Jesus Christ. 

Following the Crusade in Melbourne 
Dr. 
Tasmania for two meetings. On the 
Monday evening the service was held 
in Hobart with 25,000 people present 
and on Tuesday in Launceston with 
20,000 in attendance. At each service 
over. 1,000 went forward seeking the 
way of life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

A period of rest and relaxation is 
Graham 
prior to the meetings in New Zealand 
in the cities of Auckland, Christchurch, 
and Wellington. The next full length 
campaign will be in Sydney beginning 


Graham and the Team went to- 
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on April 12 and this could be the 
greatest campaign in every way, ever 
conducted by Dr. Graham, judging by 
the reports we are receiving from that 
city regarding the preparations. We 
can only say, “Praise the Lord,” and 
we dedicate ourselves anew to Him for 
all that lies ahead of us in connection 
with this Australian tour. 

The local paper gave this summary 
the day after the Crusade closed: 
“There can be no denying that the 
Crusading visit to Melbourne of Dr. 
Billy Graham has been a remarkable 
success. ... The all-time record crowd 
of 130,000 at the final rally at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground yesterday seems 
to confirm the claim of many church 
leaders that the result has been some- 
thing of a spiritual phenomenon.” 

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA. 


II-B. The Life That Wins 


The two conditions for entering that life 


EFORE leaving Great Britain I was 

confronted once more with the 
thought that was beyond me, a Christ 
whom I did not yet know, in a sermon 
that a friend, of mine preached in his 
London church on a Sunday evening in 
June. His text was Philippians 1:21, 
“To me to live is Christ.” It was the 
same theme—the unfolding of “the life 
that is Christ,” Christ as the whole life 
and the only life. I did not understand 
all that he said, and I knew vaguely that 
I did not have as my own what he 
was telling us about. But I wanted to 
read the sermon again, and I brought 
the manuscript away with me when I 
left him. 

It was about the middle of August 
that a crisis came with me. I was at- 
tending a young people’s missionary 
conference, and was faced by a week of 
daily work there for which I knew I 
was miserably, hopelessly unfit and in- 
competent. For the few weeks previous 
had been one of my periods of spiritual 
letdown, not uplift, with all the loss 
and failure and defeat that such a time 
is sure to record. 

The first evening that I was there a 
missionary bishop spoke to us on the 
Water of Life. He told us that it was 
Christ’s wish and purpose that every 
follower of His should be a wellspring 
of living, gushing water of life all the 
time to ‘others, not intermittently, not 
interruptedly,' but with continuous and 
irresistible flow. We have Christ’s own 
word for it, he said, as he quoted, “He 
that believeth on me, from within him 
shall flow rivers of living water.” He 
told how some have a little of the water 
of life, bringing it up in small bucket- 
fuls and at intervals, like the irrigating 
water wheel of India, with a good deal 
of creaking and grinding; while from 
the lives of others it flows all the time 
in a life-bringing, abundant stream that 
nothing can stop. And he described a 
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little old native woman in the East 
whose marvelous ministry in witness- 
ing for Christ put to shame those of us 
who listened. Yet she had known 
Christ for only a year. 

The next morning, Sunday, alone in 
my room, I prayed it out with God, as 
I asked Him to show me the way out. 
If there was a conception of Christ that 
I did not have, and that I needed be- 
cause it was the secret of some of these 
other lives I had seen or heard of, a 
conception better than any I had yet 
had, and beyond me, I asked God to 
give it to me. I had with me the ser- 
mon I had heard, “To me to live is 
Christ,” and I rose from my knees and 
studied it. Then I prayed again. And 
God, in His long-suffering patience, for- 
giveness, and love, gave me what I 
asked for. He gave me a new Christ— 
wholly new in the conception and con- 
sciousness of Christ that now became 
mine. 

Wherein was the change? It is hard 
to put it into words, and yet it is, oh, 
so new, and real, and wonderful, and 
miracle-working in both my own life 
and the lives of others. 

To begin with, I realized for the first 
time that the many references through- 
out the New Testament to Christ in 
you, and you in Christ, Christ our life, 
and abiding in Christ, are literal, actual, 
blessed fact, and not figures of speech. 
How the 15th chapter of John thrilled 
with new life as I read it now! And 
the 8rd of Ephesians, 14. to 21. And 
Galatians 2:20. And Philippians 1:21. 

What I mean is this: I had always 
known that Christ was my Saviour; 
but I had looked upon Him as an ex- 
ternal Saviour, one who did a saving 
work for me from outside, as it were; 
one who was ready to come close along- 
side and stay. by' me, helping me in all 
that I needed, giving me power, and 
strength and salvation. But now I 
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knew something better than that. At 
last I realized that Jesus Christ was 
actually and literally within me; and 
even more than that: that He had con- 
stituted Himself my very life, taking 
me into union with Himself—my body, 
mind, and spirit—while I still had my 
own identity and free will and full 
moral responsibility. Was not this bet- 
ter than having Him as a helper, or 
even than having Him as an external 
Saviour: to have Him, Jesus Christ, 
God the Son, as my own very life? It 
meant that I need néver again ask 
Him to help me as though He were one 
and I another; but rather simply to do 
His work, His will, in me, and with me, 
and through me. My body was His, 
my mind His, my will His, my spirit 
His; and not merely His, but literally a 
part of Him; what He asked me to rec- 
ognize was, “I have been crucified 
with Christ, and it is no longer I that 
live, but Christ liveth in me.” Jesus 
Christ had constituted Himself my life 
—not as a figure of speech, remember, 
but as a literal, actual fact, as literal 
as the fact that a certain tree has been 
made into this desk on which my hand 
rests. For “your bodies are members 
of Christ”; and “ye are the body of 
Christ.” 

Do you wonder that Paul could say 
with tingling joy and exultation, “To 
me to live is Christ”? He did not say, 
as I had mistakenly been supposing I 
must say, “To me to live is to be Christ- 
like,” nor, “To me to live is to have 
Christ’s help,” nor, “To me to live is to 
serve Christ.” No; he plunged through 
and beyond all that in the bold, glori- 
ous, mysterious claim, “To me to live 
is Christ.” I had never understood that 
verse before. Now, thanks to His gift 
of Himself, I am beginning to enter 
into a glimpse of its wonderful mean- 
ing. 

And that is how I know for myself 
that there is a life that wins: that it is 
the life of Jesus Christ: and that it may 
be our life for the asking, if we let Him 
—in absolute, unconditional surrender 
of ourselves to Him, our wills to His 
will, making Him the Master of our 
lives as well as our Saviour—enter in, 
occupy us, overwhelm us with Himself, 
yea, fill us with Himself “unto all the 
fulness of God.” 

What has the result been? Did this 
experience give me only a new intel- 


“lectual conception of Christ, more in- 


teresting and satisfying than before? 
If it were only that, I should have little 
to tell you today. No; it meant a rev- 


olutionized, fundamentally changed life,’ 


within and without. If any man be in 
Christ, you know, there is a new crea- 
tion. 

Do not think that I am suggesting 
any mistaken, unbalanced theory that, 
when a man receives Christ as the full- 


ness of his life, he cannot sin again. | 


The “life that is Christ” still leaves us 
our free will; with that free will we 
can resist Christ; and my life, since the 
new experience of which I speak, has 
Tecorded sins of such resistance. But 
I have learned that the restoration 
after failure can be _ supernaturally 
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blessed, instantaneous, and complete. 
I have learned that, as I trust Christ in 
surrender, there need be no fighting 
against sin, but complete freedom from 
the power and even the desire of sin. 
I have learned that this freedom, this 
more than conquering, is sustained in 
unbroken continuance as I simply rec- 
ognize that Christ is my cleansing, 
reigning life. 

The three great lacks or needs of 
which I spoke at the opening have 
been miraculously met. 

1. There has been a fellowship with 
God utterly differing from and infi- 
nitely better than anything I had ever 
known in all my life before. 

2. There has been an utterly new kind 
of victory, victory-by-freedom, over 
certain besetting sins—the old ones that 
used to throttle and wreck me—when 
I have trusted Christ for this freedom. 

3. And, lastly, the spiritual results in 
service have given me such a sharing of 
the joy of Heaven as I never knew was 
possible on earth. Six of my most inti- 
mate friends, most of them mature 
Christians, soon had their lives com- 
pletely revolutionized by Christ, laying 
hold on Him in this new way and re- 
ceiving Him unto all the fullness of God. 
Two of these were a mother and a son, 
the son a young businessman twenty- 
five years old. Another was the gen- 
eral manager of one of the large busi- 
ness houses in Philadelphia. Though 
consecrated and active as a Christian 
for years, he began letting Christ work 
out through him in a new way into the 
lives of his many associates, and of his 
salesmen all over the country. A 
white-haired man of over’ seventy 
found a peace in life and a joy in 
prayer that he had long ago given up as 
impossible for him. Life fairly teems 
with the miracle-evidences of what 
Christ is willing and able to do for 
other lives through anyone who just 
turns over the keys to His complete 
indwelling. 

Jesus Christ does not want to be our 
helper; He wants to be our life. He 
does not want us to work for Him. He 
wants us to let Him do His work 
through us, using us as we use a pencil 
to write with—better still, using us as 
one of the fingers on His hand. 

When our life is not only Christ’s, 
but Christ, our life will be a winning 
life; for He cannot fail. And a winning 
life is a fruit-bearing life, a serving 
life. It is after all only a small part of 
life, and a wholly negative part, to over- 
come; we must also bear fruit in char- 
acter and in service if Christ is our life. 
And we shall—because Christ is our 
life. “He cannot deny himself”; He 
“came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister.” An utterly new kind of 
service will be ours now, as we let 
Christ serve others through us, using 
us. And this fruit bearing and service, 
habitual and constant, must all be by 
faith in Him; our works are the result 
of His Life in us; not the condition, or 
the secret, or the cause of that Life. 

The conditions of thus receiving 
Christ as the fullness of the life are 
simply two—after, of course, our per- 
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sonal acceptance of Christ as our Sav- 
iour—through His shed blood and death 
as our Substitute and Sin-Bearer—from 
the guilt and consequences of our sin. 

1. Surrender absolutely and uncon- 
ditionally to Christ as Master of all 
that we are and all that we have, tell- 
ing God that we are now ready to have 
His whole will done in our entire life, 
at every point, no matter what it costs. 

2. Believe that God has set us wholly. 
free from the law of sin (Rom. 8:2)—not 
will do this, but has done it. Upon this 
second step, the quiet act of faith, all 
now depends. Faith must believe God 
in entire absence of any feeling or evi- 
dence. For God’s word is safer, better, 
and surer than any evidence of His 
word. We are to say, in blind, cold 
faith if need be, “I know that my Lord 
Jesus is meeting all my needs now (even 
my need of faith), because His grace is 


. sufficient for me.” 


And remember that Christ Himself is 
better than any of His blessings; better 
than the power, or the victory, or the 
service, that He grants. Christ creates 
spiritual power; but Christ is better 
than that power. He is God’s best; He 
is God; and we may have this best: we 
may have Christ, yielding to Him in 
such completeness and abandonment of 
self that it is no longer we that live, 
but Christ liveth in us. Will you thus 
take Him? 

(To. be continued) 


w 


Scenes Along the 
Columbia River Highway 


NE thrill of a travel vacation, sim- 

ilar to that planned for this year’s 
Christian Fellowship Tour, is to see 
some of the nation’s fine cities. An 
entire day will be spent in and around 
Portland, the largest city in Oregon. 
After breakfast at the Multnomah Hotel, 
a bus will take the members of the 
tour for a sight-seeing trip along the 
Columbia River. This is the largest 
river flowing into the Pacific Ocean 
from the western side of the continent, 
and is one of the world’s greatest hy- 
droelectric power streams. A visit will 
be made to the one-hundred-million- 
dollar Bonneville Dam and the salmon 
hatcheries, where various stages of the 
artificial propagation of the famous 
Columbia River Chinook salmon may 
be seen. 

The Columbia River Highway is one 
of the most notable scenic highways 
in America, and from it the great snow- 
capped mountains of St. Helens, 
Rainier, Adams, and Hood may be seen. 
Roaring waterfalls appear frequently 
along the river, and the party will stop 
at Multnomah Falls, the greatest of 
them, which has a 620-foot drop. (Be 
sure to have your camera well loaded.) 
The members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour will stop at Multnomah Falls 
Lodge for lunch, which will include 
fine salmon steaks. 

Then there will be a tour of the 
“City of Roses” (Portland), whose an- 


(Continued on page 394) 
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International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 9. MAY 31. ELIJAH, GOD'S WARRIOR 


1 Kings 16:29 to 19:21; printed text, 19:9-18 
Golden Text.—The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?—Psa. 27:1 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
1 Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged 
there; and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to him, and he 
said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lorp God 
of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 


the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, ‘ 


to take it away. 

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the Lorp. And, behold, the Lorp passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the wind: 
and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lorp was not in 
the earthquake: : 

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lorp was not 
in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the enter- 
ing in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto 
him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 


w ve 


Lord came to him... 


14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lorp God 
of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away. 

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on thy way to 
the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria: 

16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king 
over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the 
sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from 
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 

18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 





Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


IKE a meteor streaking across the 
L sky, the Prophet Elijah emerges 

suddenly and flashes spectacularly 
across the pages of Israel’s history. 

It was a day of rank apostasy. On 
the throne were King Ahab, notorious 
evildoer, and his fiendish queen, Jezebel, 
whose name is engraved in the halls 
of infamy. Together they led the 
northern tribes into idolatry. Jezebel, 
self-styled “prophetess” (Rev. 2:20) of 
the licentious cult of Baal, had her own 
pagan priesthood and services. In open 
defiance of the will of God she over- 
threw the altars of the Lord, estab- 
lished schismatic shrines (“groves”), 
and persecuted the faithful servants of 
God. 

In this crisis the Lord had His man, 
Elijah the Tishbite, passionate devotee 
of the truth of God and enemy 
of idolatry. The Almighty gave this 
prophet miraculous powers. A head-on 
clash occurred between Elijah and the 
priests of Baal. Few scenes in litera- 
ture or history are fraught with more 
drama, excitement, and suspense than 
the contest on Mt. Carmel. The cause 
of the Lord was completely vindicated 
by the courage and dauntless faith of 
His prophet-warrior. 

But to understand and appreciate 
Elijah we must see him on Horeb as 
well as Carmel, in the throes of despair 
as well as on the heights of triumph: 
The total view of the man is both in- 
spiring and heartening to saints of the 
Lord. 


Verse by Verse 
1 Kings 19:9.—“‘He came thither unto 
a cave, and lodged .. . the word of: the 


¢ 


: fire of His indignation. 





here, Elijah?” Mount Horeb, in the 
peninsula of Sinai, was some 200 miles 
from the vicinity of Beersheba (1 Kings 
19:3, 4), where the Lord had dealt 
graciously with Elijah. The pointed 
question to the prophet was a rebuke. 
A mighty task was to be performed. 
The servant of God instead of advanc- 
ing had retreated to a cave. 


Verse 10.—“He said, I have been very 


jealous for the Lord God .. . the 
children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant ... slain thy prophets ...I 


” 


only, am left ... they seek my life... 
Elijah is exhausted and’ discouraged. 
He speaks petulantly. The implication 
is: “Israel is to blame, not I. In view 
of my loyalty, O God, why hast thou 
not intervened on my behalf?” It seems 
to the distraught man that the Lord 
has neglected, and even abandoned him. 


Verse 11—“He said, Go .. . stand 
upon the mount before the Lord... 
the Lord passed by, anda... strong 
wind rent the mountains ... the Lord 
was not in the wind... and earthquake; 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake 

.”’ (cf. Exod. 19:16-20.) Perhaps 


Elijah expected the Lord to smite His 
enemies violently in vengeance and to 
reveal His omnipotence in their over- 
throw. God controls the elements. But 
He does not need the elements to ac- 
complish His eternal purposes. 


Verse 12.—“‘After the earthquake a 
fire ... the Lord was not in the fire... 
after the fire a still small voice.” God 
could have consumed His foes in the 
But His ways 
are not as man’s. He _ sometimes 
achieves His purposes in His quiet but 
certain direction of events. 


Verse 13.—*. . . when Elijah heard it 
... he wrapped his face in his mantle... 





stood in the entering in of the cave 
...@ voiee ... said, What doest thou 
here, Elijah?” Note the repetition of 
question and answer in verses 9, 10, and 
13, 14. Deeply impressed by the 
“voice,” Elijah reverently veils his face 
in, the presence of the Lord. Yet, even 
though he has been granted a gracious 
revelation of God, he still refuses to 
acknowledge that he is not in the place 
the Lord would have him. 


Verse 14.—“He said, I have been very 
jealous for the Lord God ... the chil- 
dren of Israel have forsaken thy cov- 
enant ... slain thy prophets .. . I only, 
am left... they seek my life...” Eli- 
jah’s devotion to God, the sin of the 
people, his precarious position, and 
God’s apparent unconcern—all this had 
become an obsession to the weary man 
of God. Even the “still small voice” 
had not calmed his indignation and 
fear. 


Verse 15.—“The Lord said . . . Go, re- 


turn... to the wilderness of Damascus 
. anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria.” Action was needed. From the 


cave’s entrance on Horeb, via the wil- 
derness to Damascus (hundreds of miles 
to the northeast), the prophet was to 
journey. God was about to change the 
course of history. Neighboring Syria, 
to begin with, would have a new, fierce 
king. 

Verse 16—‘“Jehu ... shalt thou anoint 
. . . king over Israel: and Elisha .. . 
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy 


room.” Kings, prophets, and priests 
were “anointed” as they undertook 
their tasks. The Lord did not need 


wind, earthquake, or fire to eliminate 
Ahab. His “voice” would place an- 
other monarch on the throne of Israel, 
and soon Ahab would meet his doom 
(cf. 1 Kings 22:37, 38). Elisha, suc- 
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holah (“meadow of dancing”), prob- 
ably in the Jordan valley. 

Verse 17.—“. . . him that escapeth 
the sword of Hazdel shall Jehu slay... 
him that escapeth ... the sword of Jehu 
shall Elisha slay.” The Lord would 
use men to accomplish His designs. 
His enemies would be caught in the 
pincers of Syria and Israel. Even the 
Prophet Elisha would be an _ instru- 
ment of death to the foes of God. 
Verse 18.—“Yet I have left me seven 
thousand in Israel . ... knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal... every 
mouth which hath not kissed him.” 
Compare Romans 11:4. Literally, “Yet 
will I leave me seven thousand .. .” 
The Lord always has His loyal rem- 
Idolaters bowed to their 
images in approaching them, and then 
came closer and kissed them (cf. Hos. 
13:2). Note the three ways in which 
the Lord encouraged Elijah: (1) rebels 
would be dealt with; (2) the prophet 
would have a worthy successor;, (3) he 
was not alone in his courageous stand. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Elijah was a magnificent prophet and 
fearless soldier of God. In this lesson 
we trace his career and behold the 
Lord’s firm but gracious dealings with 
His devoted servant. 

Elijah’s resources. Whom the Lord 
calls He prepares. Elijah was equipped 
for service. The weapons of his war- 
fare against the forces of Baal were 
prayer, power to perform miracles, and 
‘provision for his physical needs. He 
prayed for rain and God heard his 
prayer. He wrought miracles in the 
name of the Lord. He was fed through 
the ministry of ravens. 

Elijah’s rout of the enemy. Energized 
by the strength of the Lord, he met 
the foe in an all-out attack. On Mt. 
Carmel he challenged the devotees of 
a false cult, taunted them ironically, 
demonstrated the falsity of their pa- 
ganism, revealed the power of the Lord, 
summoned Israel to decision, and then 
slaughtered the priests of Baal. Daunt- 
less, intrepid, he triumphed over the 
adversaries of God. 

Elijah’s retreat to Horeb. The 
prophet “was a man subject to like 
Passions as we are” (Jas. 5:17). When 
the dust of battle had settled and Queen 
Jezebel got hot on his trail, he fled 
toward the south. Weary, discouraged, 
and lonely, he despaired even of life. 
But then God encouraged him by a 
self-revelation. The Almighty was still 
on His throne. He had not abandohed 
His own. He uses varied weapons in 
achieving His purposes. Earthquake, 
wind, and fire have their place. But 
the “still small voice” of the Lord, 
which directs the universe and ordains 
the course of history, could yet be 
heard. Moreover, 7,000 had not yet 
bowed the knee to Baal. 

Elijah’s recall to duty. Enlisted by 
the summons of God, the prophet 
Moved once more into conflict, to 
anoint the kings of Syria and Israel who 
Would serve as instruments in bringing 
the divine will to pass, and to pass on 


cessor to Elijah, came from Abel-me- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. May 24.—The Kingdom Di- Ze 
tel ET TT 1 Kings 11:9 to 12:33 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. June 7.—A Prophet De- 


nounces Corruption. 
1 Kings 21:1 to 22:40 








to his own successor, Elisha, the “mantle 
of prophetic office. 

In all this God’s inflexible purposes 
are seen. But His loving concern is 
also discernible. ‘The Lord whom Eli- 
jah served might rebuke him, but He 
would care for him tenderly to the end. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The idolatry of King Ahab (1 Kings 
16: 29-34) 

2. Introduction of the Prophet Elijah 
(17:1-24) 

3. Elijah versus Ahab and the priests of 
Baal (18: 1-46) 

4. Elijah’s retreat and recall to service 
(19: 1-21) 


Topics for Development 

Elijah and John the Baptist. In our 
Lord’s day it was commonly believed 
among the Jews that the coming of 
Messiah would be preceded by the re- 
appearance of the Prophet Elijah (cf. 
Matt. 17:10). The Saviour did not deny 
the fact that Elijah would first come, 
but interpreted it as referring, at least 
in part, to the advent and ministry of 
John the Baptist (cf. Matt. 17:11-13). 

The careers of Elijah and John were 
remarkably similar. Each was a flam- 
ing prophet of the wilderness. Each 
sternly denounced sin and summoned 
men to decision. Each was persecuted 
by his enemies (John unto death, while 
Elijah owas translated directly to 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT wicked royal couple were 
Elijah’s deadly enemies? 

2. In what three ways did God equip 
Elijah for service? 

3. How did the Lord honor the faith 
of the widow of Zarephath? 

4. Governor Obadiah tock comfort in 
his past exploits (cf. 1 Kings 18:4, 13); 
but what terror now gripped him? 

5. On what two mountains do we 
behold Elijah triumphant, then dis- 
couraged? 

6. On what grounds did Elijah mock 
the ineffective priests of Baal? 

7. What steps did Elijah take, so 
far as his own altar was concerned, to 
make it more difficult for fire to con- 
sume the sacrifice? 

8. How did the Lord reveal Himself 
to Elijah on the mount? P 

‘9. What fresh assignment did the 
prophet receive after this revelation of 
God? 

10. What New Testament personality 
is the counterpart of Elijah? 


(Answers on page 394) 
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Heaven without dying). At a critical 
hour each became discouraged, Elijah 
on Mt. Horeb and John languishing 
in prison. (cf. 1 Kings 19:10, 14 with 
Matt. 11:2, 3). Each provides a strik- 
ing example of a man of God, enlisted 
by the Lord, empowered by the Lord, 
and encouraged by the Lord. 


Practical Applications 

Thank God for His care. He who 
fed Elijah with the aid of ravens, He 
without whose permission no sparrow 
falls still provides for His pwn. 

Elijah believed God in prayer even 
when no answer seemed on the way 
(cf. 1 Kings 18:43). Lord, give us that 
childlike faith! 

Obadiah “feared the Lord greatly” 
(v. 3) but trembled before King Ahab 
(cf. vv. 8-14). Divided allegiance is 
devastating. God wants our whole be- 
ing. 

Screaming incantations are no sub- 
stitute for deep, assured faith (cf: v. 
28). Pagan deities—can you hear Eli- 
jah’s mocking words?—went on a long 
journey, indeed (cf. v. 27), into the 
oblivion of nonexistence! 

“How long halt ye between two opin- 
ions?” (v. 21.) Decide now not only 
to place your faith forever in Christ 
but also to commit your life, service, 
and destiny to His loving hands. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 27:1—“The Lord is the strength 
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
The early portion of this text explains 
the first step to fearlessness: the Lord 
is my “light” and “salvation.” Once 
having received the light of the Gospel 
and been saved, I may yield all to the 
Lord. He will then impart His strength 
to my weakness, assure me of His un- 
failing presence, and banish my native 
fears. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNs 


“Paith of Our Fathers” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Work for the Night Is Coming” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—“O God, 
our help in ages past, our hope for years 
to come,” we thank Thee that we today 
can trust Thy love, Thy power, and 
Thy faithfulness as Thy servants did 
of old. We praise Thee for great 
champions of Thy cause like Elijah 
and pray our study of this servant of 
Thine may strengthen us to stand for 
Thee all our days. Be with all servants . 
of Thine who now are hard pressed by 
the powers of evil. Strengthen and 
encourage them, we pray. Use their 
faithful witness to turn many hearts to 
Thyself. Forward the spread of the 
Gospel in all lands and answer the age- 
long prayer of Thy Church for Thy 
Kingdom to come and Thy will to be 
done in earth as in. Heaven. Forgive 
us our failure to be true to Thee. 
Strengthen us unto all faithfulness and 
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use even us for the glory of Thy name 
and the blessing of many, for ‘the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If ever a man had 
a fit of the blues it was Elijah after 
calling down fire from Heaven. He 
was completely taken back to find that, 
despite that mighty act of God, Jezebel 
remained as defiant as ever. For Elijah 
it turned victory into defeat and all 
his desire was to die. 

But God would not let His faithful 
servant die under a cloud. First He 
gave him food and rest. Then came the 
object lesson of the hurricane, earth- 
quake, and fire followed by the “still 
small voice.” The message of those 
spectacular powers of nature and then 
the voice of gentle stillness was this: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit” (Zech. 4:6). 

God must sometimes speak in the 
thunders of His Law with its demands 
and threats, but most effective after 
that is His “still small voice” in the 
Gospel. The quiet working of the Holy 
Spirit upon sinful hearts is needed to 
melt; subdue, and restore the rebel- 
lious. Though Elijah knew it not, that 
voice of gentle stillness had been speak- 
ing in seven thousand hearts. Elijah’s 
strong stand had done more than he 
knew till God told him. God had used 
it to keep seven thousand from bowing 
the knee to Baal. 

It is hard to stand for God when you 
seem to be all alone. But we never are 














YOU CAN COUNT () GOD 
CAN HE You? 
alone. God is with those who stand 


for Him and always He has some other 
faithful ones. Never grow weary in 
welldoing. Ever keep your light shin- 
ing for Christ and you will do far 
more good than you will know this 
side of Heaven. 

CaLcaRy, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“What doest thou here, Elijah?” (1 
Kings 19:9.)—The threat of a vindictive 
woman caused the prophet to flee for 
his life to a‘cave in Mount Horeb. The 
Lord’s personal question, “What doest 
thou here, Elijah?” was an awakening 
one. 

The test of the true God had been 
made; and nominally at least, Israel 
had returned to Jehovah. Now there 
was need of a man of God to strengthen 
and encourage them. There was much 
work to be done, and Elijah was doing 
nothing but indulging in self-pity. 

It is truly said, “The only time pity 
is wasted is when we spend it on our- 
selves.” There are times when the Lord 
says to His overwrought servants: 
“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
place, and rest a while” (Mark 6:31); 
but this was not such a time. 
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Elijah was not doing one constructive 
thing in this critical moment of Israel’s 
history. Oh, that every runaway serv- 
ant hiding in cave, monastery, or ivory 
tower would hear the Lord’s question, 
“What doest thou here?” 

A preacher friend of mine made an 
altogether different application of this 
question which I thought very effective. 
He was being urged to indulge in a 
form of entertainment in which there 
was a Slight possibility of his losing his 
life. He refused. When asked, “Are 
you afraid?” he answered: “Yes! If I 
were needlessly to lose my life, and 
appear before the Lord, I fear He would 
say to me, ‘What doest thou here, 
Robert, when you are supposed to be 
preaching the Word on earth?’” 

“I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life...” (1 Kings 19:10).— 
Elijah gave a threefold answer to the 
Lord’s question. (1) “I have been very 
jealous.” Certainly he had been, but 
even zeal needs watching. Someone 
has said, “Violent zeal for truth has a 
hundred to one odds to be either petu- 
lancy, ambition, or pride.” (2) “The 
children of Israel have forsaken thy 


covenant,” and so forth. The Holy 
Spirit interprets this as_ pleading 
“against Israel” (Rom. 11:2). What a 


contrast Elijah is to Moses in this re- 
spect, who pleaded for Israel! (Exod. 
32:31, 32.) (3) “I only am left; and 
they seek my life, to take it away.” 
People still smile as they hear that oft- 
repeated story of the man who prayed, 
“Lord, bless me and my wife, son John 
and his wife; us four and no more!” 
How would we feel if we were to hear 
a person seriously telling the Lord, “I, 
even I only, am left”? 

“Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord” (1 Kings 19:11)—A 
divine command not only for Elijah 
but also for all modern spiritual cave 
dwellers! “Go forth” from your cave of 
fear, doubt, discouragement, frustration, 
self-pity, and idleness! 

“And stand upon the mount before 
the Lord’—that mount whose history 
is replete with manifestations of the 


Lord’s power and grace (Exod. 3:1; 
17:6; 33:6; Deut. 1:19; 1 Kings 8:9). 
Notice the expression, “before the 


Lord.” It is found in the very first 
message delivered by Elijah to King 
Ahab (1 Kings 17:1). The prophet 
makes use of it again three years and 
six months later (18:15). The words 
convey the thought that Elijah was 
conscious of the presence of the Lord 
in all that he said and did. 

And as long as he could say with the 
psalmist, “I have set the Lord always 
before me” (Psa. 16:8), he was without 
fear of man. The moment he took his 
eyes off the Lord, and set that wicked 
queen, Jezebel, before him, he was 
filled with fear and fled for his life. 
We are reminded of Peter who began 
to sink the moment he took his eyes 
off the Lord and beheld the waves and 
listened to the wind (Matt. 14:30). We 
must never allow our circumstances to 
eclipse, nor even dim our vision of the 
Lord. 

A certain man kept a faded, water- 





stained life belt hanging on his bed. 
room wall; and when asked the reason, 
said: “That life belt kept me afloat for 
ten hours after the steamer on which 
I was sailing had been sent to the bot- 
tom of the ocean by a submarine. | 
keep it where I can see it last thing at 
night and first thing in the morning, 
It helps to keep me thankful and ap- 
preciative.” If we Christians kept 
Christ more clearly and constantly be- 
fore us, we would be far better Chris- 
tians, and more grateful. 

“. . . the Lord was not in the wind 
... in the earthquake ... in the fire...” 
(1 Kings 19:11, 12).—Elijah was evi- 
dently under the impression that great 
displays of God’s power would send 
the people of Israel to their knees in 
sincere repentance. For a moment they 
did fall on their faces and cry, “The 
Lord, he is the God,” when the fire fell 
(18:38, 39); but no real change was 
effected. He had to learn it is the 
“still small voice” of the Lord that ac- 
complishes His will. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Elijah was one of God's 

greatest servants. His name is im- 
mortal in the top bracket of the 
prophets. He ranks with Moses and 
accompanied him, after death, to the 
Mount of Transfiguration to meet with 
Jesus there. He was rated with John 
the Baptist when the astonished Jews 
tried to identify Jesus by saying that 
Jesus was Elijah or John come back 
to life. Jesus had asked the disciples, 
“Whom do men say that I the Son of 
man am?” ‘< 

One of the assignments God gave to 
His prophets was to rebuke the reign- 
ing king. This required great courage, 
for in those days a king could commit 
to death whom he would without a 
trial. Elijah rebuked King Ahab to his 
face for taking Naboth’s life and vine- 
yard, and prophesied his early death 
when his blood would be spilled in the 
streets of Samaria, and it all came to 
pass. Elijah had the further distinction 
of having God’s royal equipage come 
to take him “Home,” departing from 
the earth in a chariot of fire drawn 
by horses of fire. Elijah was ‘indeed 
somewhat of a man. 

Only once did Elijah’s courage fail 
him. That was when he fled to the 
wilderness before the threat of Queen 
Jezebel to- kill him. And that brings 
us to the heart of this lesson. He was 
woefully discouraged, for he felt that 
his ministry was a failure, and begged 
God to let him die. But God was not 
ready for him to die. As Elijah stood 
in the mount waiting for God to speak, 
a great windstorm tore into the side of 
the mountain and. the rocks were 
broken in pieces, “but the Lord was 
not in the wind.” Then came an earth- 
quake, “but the Lord was not im 
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lesson for May 31 


the earthquake.” Then flames of fire 
leaped before Elijah, “but the Lord was 
not in the fire.” “And after the fire a 
still small voice.” God whispered to 
Elijah! And Elijah heard. God in “a 
still small voice” put His drooping serv- 
ant back on the job, and he went on his 
way rejoicing. 

Fellows, cultivate God’s “still small 
yoice.” It is not in the midst of noise 
and. excitement that God’s_ clearest 
message may come to you, but rather 
in the quiet moments you can have 
with Him, if you will arrange for it. 
Get by yourself at some time during 
the twenty-four hours and just listen 
for God’s “whisper.” It may be in your 
closet or closed room; or it may be 
away out in the silence of the field or 
the woods; or on a gentle stream, away 
from all the hum of voices and restless 
traffic, away from the radio and tele- 
vision. And there, if your heart looks 
up, expectant, He will whisper His mes- 
sage of instruction, inspiration, and 
command. You will know it is He who 
speaks. Tell Him you are sorry and 
ask Him to forgive you—and renew 
your orders, if He will. Ask Him to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Ctijah, Goas 


Warrior 
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keep you steadfast, and you will arise 
and go about the task with new faith 
and new power. “In quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 
30:15). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin today by review- 

ing the first six questions and 

answers on the card, “Sin.” Then we 

will learn the next verse: “God re- 

quireth that which is past” (Eccles. 3: 
15). 

Now let us have our news items: 


LOwER TAXES REQUESTED 

After Rehoboam was crowned, a 
committee, headed by Jeroboam, vis- 
ited him, asking him to lower the 
taxes. The king told them to come 
back in three days for his answer. 
When he asked his wise old coun- 
sellors for advice, they told him this 
was a reasonable request and that if 
he granted it, the people would be 
his loyal subjects. 

Rehoboam wanted to be popular 
with the young fellows in his court, 
so he asked their advice also. They 
told him to tell the people that he 
would be a much harder taskmaster 
than his father. Rehoboam followed 
their advice. The people were angry 
and went home talking about rebelling 
against him. 

If Rehoboam had prayed about it, 
he would have followed the advice 
of the older men.—Mary Vivian. 


JEROBOAM CROWNED 


The Israelites were angry. because 
Rehoboam said he would raise the 
taxes instead of lowering them. When 
he sent Adoram to collect the taxes 
from them, they stoned him to death 
instead of giving him the tax money. 
When the King heard this, he fled 
south to Jerusalem. Then the people 
made Jeroboam king over the ten 
tribes in the north. So Rehoboam 
lost most of his kingdom. God had 
said that this. would happen, and 
God’s word always comes to pass.— 
Lura Lee. 


Thank you, girls. Here are some 
suggestions for next: time: (1) Elijah 
Foretells Drought—1 Kings 16:29 to 17: 
1; (2) Elijah Fed by Ravens—1 Kings 
17:2-7; (3) Elijah Fed by Widow— 
1 Kings 17:8-16; (4) Elijah Raises 
Widow’s Son—1 Kings 17:17-24; (5) 
The Contest on Mt. Carmel—1 Kings 
18. 

After Jeroboam became king over 
the ten tribes, he introduced the wor- 
ship of golden calves in his part of the 
country, to keep his people from going 
to Jerusalem to worship in Solomon’s 
Temple. He feared that if they went 
there, they might soon reunite with the 
southern kingdom. Because of this sin, 
God allowed a man named Baasha to 
kill Jeroboam’s bad son and make him- 
self king. But Baasha was no better 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in ev mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Pass help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many’ lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


COUNT YOUR BLESSIGS 

















The Apostle Paul writes, 
“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pro» 
vide some financial security for yourself? 
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A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). . 

After your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvation 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
Income-tax savings are described in 
booklet SST9I. Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation. 


Per ree eee eee aneeanaeeeeaeaeceesoe 


' THE SALVATION ARMY! 
j 120 West 14th Street, New York 11,N.Y. 8 


f Gentlemen: 
Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST 
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@ Greenville is known for its high scholastic standing. Over 
60% of Greenville graduates have gone on to advanced study. A 
national magazine has listed this college as among the first seven 
small colleges of the nation. You will be happy at Greenville and 
always proud of your alma mater. 

_Amazing selection of Liberal Arts and specialized courses. 
Write today for catalog and illustrated literature. 
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WILSON’S DICTIONARY 
OF BIBLE TYPES 


Is probably the best aid to Bible Study since the Concordance was published. 
Obtain it from your Bookstore, or from Author 


DR. WALTER L. WILSON 
106 E. 31st Terrace 


KANSAS CITY 11, MO. 
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than Jeroboam, so God allowed one of 
his army captains to kill him. Then 
the people chose Omri to be king. He 
was worse than those who went before 
him, and his son Ahab was. even worse 
than he. Let us read 1 Kings 16:29-33 
to 17:1. 

How surprised Ahab must have been 
to have this earnest young man appear 
at the palace and solemnly announce 
God’s judgment upon the land! As 
soon as his message was delivered, Eli- 
jah hid himself at God’s command, 
first, by a brook in a lonely ravine. 
We haven't time to read of his ad- 
ventures during the next two years, 
but I hope we will have some news 
items about them next Sunday. 

After Elijah had hidden from Ahab 
for two years, God again sent him to 
Ahab. He went immediately and ar- 
ranged a great contest between the 
true God and the prophets of Baal. 
An altar for God and another for Baal 
were built on Mt. Carmel. A sacrifice 


was placed on each altar, but no fire 


put under it. 

For hours the prophets of Baal 
shouted, “O Baal, hear us!” but there 
was no answer. When they were ex- 
hausted, Elijah stepped forward. He 
had the people pour twelve. barrels of 
water on the Lord’s sacrifice, showing 
that there could not possibly be any 
fire underneath. Then Elijah prayed 
to God. Immediately the fire came! 
It burned up the sacrifice, the altar, 
and the stones of which the altar was 
made, as well as the twelve barrels of 
water! 


The people fell on their faces and 
shouted, “The Lord, he is the God.” 
Elijah believed that the whole nation 
would now return to God. 

But instead of hearing that the 
northern kingdom was turning to God, 
Elijah received a message from Ahab’s 
wicked wife, Jezebel, that he would be 
killed the next day. He fled out of the 
country into the desert. There an angel 
gave him food, which strengthened him 
to walk forty days and forty nights 
till he came to Mt. Horeb, where he 
took refuge in a cave. Now let us 
read from 1 Kings 19 what happened 
to him there. 

Read verses 9 and 10. We cannot 
blame Elijah for thinking that he was 
the only one true to God, when no one 
had stood with him on Mt. Carmel. 
But before God told him that there 
were others true to Him, He showed 
him something of His power. Read 
verses 11 and 12. Think of a wind 
strong enough to tear the mountain 
and to smash rocks! The earthquake 
and the fire were also demonstrations 
of God’s mighty power. Read verses 
13-18. There were seven thousand Is- 
raelites who were still true to God, so 
Elijah was not alone, as he had thought. 
Best of all he was continually cared 
for by the living God! | 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ye 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


. did this drought last? 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Elijah Finds Help 
(1 Kings 19:1-12) 


UGGESTIVE words for the review 

of the story of Rehoboam may be 
arranged using his name as an acrostic. 
The first word may need explanation. 
During the review bring in the name of 
Jeroboam so that it will be familiar to 
the children. 


R ebellion 

E ase up 

H eavy taxes 

O ld men 

B oys 

O ff go ten tribes 
A doram killed 
M arch stopped 


So now the country was in two parts! 
There were two countries! (Find a 
map of Israel in an old quarterly. Cut 
it out. At this point in the lesson cut 
it in two. Unless it is already clearly 
marked, print ISRAEL and JUDAH on 
the proper sections. Have “Rehoboam” 
and “Jeroboam” written by a pupil on 
the part ruled by each. Put the two 
parts up together again.) I wonder if 
you can name all the kings they have 
had. (With older Juniors give out slips 
of paper to write the names individu- 
ally as a little test. With younger 
Juniors review orally, and write the 
names on the blackboard after they 
are supplied by a pupil.) There was 
the first king of the southern kingdom, 
who could not keep the kingdom in 
his family because he disobeyed God. 
Whom did God choose to take his place? 
Then his son. Then who—and who? 

The kings in the north—in Israel— 
were not very good. Jeroboam, their 
first king, set up gold calves to worship 
to keep the people from going to Jeru- 
salem to worship in God’s Temple. 
Ahab, a later king, married Princess 
Jezebel of Phoenicia. Do you remem- 
ber something about that country? 
Queen Jezebel brought her gods and 
religion with her to Israel. And soon 
it seemed everybody was worshiping 
Baal! 

No, the kings were not good. So let 
us have stories about Elijah, the 
prophet. First, Charles will tell about 
God’s punishment on Ahab and his 
people because of sin, and how God 
took care of Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-7. 
Assign stories beforehand. After the 
story, locate Ahab’s palace in Samaria 
and the brook Cherith on the east of 
the Jordan River.) Esther will tell how 
Elijah hid in Queen Jezebel’s home 
country, and about another miracle of 
food (vv. 8-16. Locate Sidon. If de- 
sired, add vv. 17-24 to this report or 
assign to another pupil.) How long 
(Jas. 5:17.) 

Ahab hunted everywhere for Elijah 
but he could not find him. Then one 
day Elijah appeared! George, tell about 
that (1 Kings 18:1-19). Was Baal really 
God? Sally, how did Elijah prove that? 
(vv. 20-39. Locate Carmel.) | The 
wicked priests of Baal were killed right 
then and there. Rain came! , 
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lesson for May 31 


How do you think Queen Jezebel 
liked all this when Ahab told her that 
night? Was she furious! She sent word 
to Elijah, “You will be like them to- 
morrow!” And now Elijah, who had 
been brave enough to stand alone in a 
contest against four hundred fifty priests 
the day before, was scared by one 
angry and powerful woman! Let us 
read 1 Kings 19:1-12, and see where he 
went, how discouraged he was, how the 
Lord took care of him, and what he 
learned about God. (Locate Beer-sheba 
and Horeb, or Sinai. Emphasize God’s 
kindly supply of the discouraged Eli- 
jah’s needs, and help the children to 
trust Him if they feel lonely or blue. 
Tornadoes, earthquakes, and fires may 
frighten us. But they are not God. 
God speaks in the quiet of our hearts. 
Have you ever heard Him?) God told 
Elijah—(v. 18). Next Sunday we will 
find Elijah face to face with King Ahab 
again, and furious Queen Jezebel is in 
the story! 

“The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 27: 
1, Memory Verse.) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ETH, although she had not been 
saved very long, did everything 
she could to, live for and to speak for 
the Lord Jesus. She loved Him with 
her whole heart. She felt that her 


_School was her mission field. So she 


tried her best to be a missionary there. 
Not always did things go easily. 


‘Others at the school made fun of her. 


They did admire her (she found out 
later). But they never let her know 
it. One time when the students had 
given her a really rough time, Beth 
felt she could not stand it one more 
day. She was telling a dear old lady, 
Miss Bennett, all about it. She had 
been invited to spend the week end 
with Miss Bennett. Suddenly, when it 


was way past her bedtime, she started ’ 


to cry. The tears ran off her nose and 
off her chin. “All I hope is that I can 
go to some other school where there 
are other Christians. I don’t ever, ever 
want to go back to my school again.” 

Miss Bennett gathered Beth close to 
her. “There, there, honey,” she said. 
“Methinks the prophet is too tired. 
Now go get some sleep and tomorrow 
you will feel better. Remember how 
God fed the Prophet Elijah when he 
was too tired?” 

Beth did not remember. And she 
loved nothing better than to hear Miss 
Bennett tell a Bible story. “Please tell 
me about it,” Beth coaxed, mopping her 
eyes and nose and chin. 

Miss Bennett opened her Bible to 
the Book of First Kings, chapter eight- 
een. “The Prophet Elijah,” she began, 
“served the Lord well. God’s people 
had completely forsaken Him. They 
had turned, under their no-good king, 
to serving the false, make-believe gods 
of the heathen. How God hates that! 
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So God sent His prophet, Elijah, to 
show the people that their stone and 
wood gods could do no good. To prove 
that He was the true and living God, 
God told Elijah that he should arrange 
for the people to meet at a certain 
place to see what He, the only God, 
could do. 

“Elijah ordered the people to put a 
sacrifice on the altar they used in. their 
worship of their god. ‘Do not put any 
fire under it,’ he commanded. ‘But 
ask your god to send fire down from 
heaven, so that it will be burnt up.’ 
Oh, the people liked that. And they 
started to pray and coax their god- 
which-was-no-god to send fire. They 
cried. They begged. They cut them- 
selves. But not a spark came. And 
that went on all day. Finally in the 
evening, Elijah built an altar to the 
name of the only true and living God 
of Heaven. He put a sacrifice on it. 
Then he commanded that four barrels 
of water should be poured over it and 
the trench around it be filled with 
water. Then, when everything was 
soaking wet, Elijah prayed a quiet, 
beautiful, worshipful prayer to the true 
God. Immediately the fire came down 
from Heaven and burnt up the sacrifice 


and dried up every drop of water! When . 


the people saw that, they fell on their 
faces and admitted, ‘The Lord, he is the 
God; the Lord, he is the God.’ Elijah 
demanded that the false prophets who 
served the false god should be captured 
immediately. And Elijah himself killed 
every one of them. 

“That was a wonderful victory,” Miss 
Bennett continued. “It was a victory 
for God. It was a victory for Elijah. 
But, as so often happens, after a great 
victory, the servant of God has a time 
of severe testing. We are not surprised, 
therefore, that Elijah had to run for his 
life. The wicked queen had sent him 
word that, as he had killed the false 
prophets, so she would kill him. Poor 
Elijah! So Elijah ran to the wilderness, 
hurrying as fast as he could for a whole 
day. Finally, being too tired to move 
another inch, he sat down under a 
tree. Talking to the living God, he 
said, ‘Let me die. I don’t want to live 
any more.’ Then God said to him, 
‘Prophet, you are too tired. Take a 
little nap and then you will feel bet- 
ter. So Elijah slept. And later an 
angel woke him and—would you be- 
lieve it?—there was a meal all ready 
for him! The angel told him to eat. 
And he did. Days later when Elijah 
complained that he was the only one 
who loved Him, God whispered to him 
that there were 7,000 others who loved 
Him, too. What an encouragement that 
was to the prophet! And, dear little 
' Beth,” Miss Bennett concluded, “I am 
* going to pray that God will show you 
that there are others right in your 
school who truly love Him.” And God 
answered Miss Bennett’s prayer. Happy 
day it was for Beth when she met some 
other Christians in her school—Chris- 
tians she might never have met if it 
had not been for Miss Bennett’s pray- 
ing for her. 
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The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well deter- 
mine the whole future of your 
students. Because their future 
counts, select Union lessons for all 
departments of your Sunday school 
— from beginners through adults. 

ASSU Bible-centered Sunday- 
school materials present the whole 
Truth of the Bible. The Gospel is 
emphasized and Christ is pre- 
eminent. 


Send for free sample materials today. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Knew Whom He Had Believed — 


The Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? (Psa. 27:1, 
Golden Text.) C. H. Spurgeon once 
told of some Christians who had been 
teaching an idiot all they could, but it 
was weary work. He had a little brain 
left, and after long teaching, and es- 
pecially teaching him the great doctrine 
of faith, one of the teachers began to 
question him, and said, “John, have you 
a soul?” The poor creature replied, 
“Nay, I have no soul.” The teacher 
thought he had spent his labor for 
nothing; but the poor lad went on to 
say, “I had a soul once, but I lost it, 
and Jesus Christ found it, and I always 
let Him keep it, so it is His, and not 
mine.” Idiot though he was supposed 
to be, he could say with the Apostle 
Paul, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.”—From C. H. 
Spurgeon. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


He Needs You There.—And he came 
thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the Lord came 
to him, and he said unto him, What 
doest thou here, Elijah? (1 Kings 19:9.) 
Several years ago Moody Monthly pub- 
lished a true story entitled, “He Needs 
You There.” It shows what God can 
do today through ordinary Christians 
when they yield to Him. A Christian 
woman accepted a teaching position in 
a rural high school, but found such a 
spirit of antagonism and defiance that 
she felt she must resign. A friend to 
whom she confided her intention said, 
“The Lord needs you there,” and that 
sent her back to let her light shine 
in that sin-darkened community. The 
results were remarkable. Teen-agers 
were converted and the atmosphere 
of school and district greatly changed 
for the better by the Gospel witness 
of this teacher and others who teamed 
up with her. The Lord needs you where 
He has placed you, and as you pray and 
let your light shine for God there, what 
He wants to do through you will be 
accomplished and the tide turned in 
favor of His cause and Kingdom.—From 
Joseph Edwin Harris, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Under the Surface.—For the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword (1 Kings 
19:10). It is the task of the United 
States Army-Navy team in the Ant- 
arctic to mark a trail across a mass of 
crevasses into Marie Byrd Land. The 
New York Times reports: “Charles H. 
Wedemeyer, construction mechanic 1/c, 
of Philadelphia, went down a rope, his 
feet armed with long spikes for ice 
climbing, to examine a small crack ex- 
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posed by the .crevasse detector. He 
followed the crack a few yards under 
the snow and found it opened out into 
an immense cavern under the very spot 
where the light-tracked vehicles had 
been running back and forth. A heavy 
charge of explosive caved in the bridge, 
which proved to be forty feet thick. 
The crevasse thus brought to light 
chilled the blood of all who gazed down 
into it. The Times building in Times 
Square could not have filled it, nor 
shown out of the top.” Over an other- 
wise fair-faced society there is a surface 
veneer which is seldom cracked or seen 
into. A woman in New Hampshire 
“with a Freudian frankness” has so 
written up the hidden vices, illicit ro- 
mances, and petty meannesses that un- 
derlie the surface of almost any “placid 
New England town” that the first two 
publishers returned her manuscript “at 
tong’s length.” At which her husband, 
a grammar-school principal, remarks, 
“To a tourist these towns look as peace- 
ful as a postcard picture, but if you go 
beneath that picture it is like turning 
over a rock with your foot—all kinds 
of strange things crawl out.”—From 
the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


God’s Discipline and Mercy.—And he 
said, Go forth, and stand upon the 


mount before the Lord (1 Kings 19:11). 


Life is like the dial of a clock. The 
hands are God’s hands passing over and 
over again. The short hand is the hand 
of: discipline; the long one the hand of 
mercy. Slowly and surely the hand of 
discipline must pass, and God speaks 
at each stroke; but over and over 
passes the hand of mercy, showering 
down twelvefold of blessing for each 
stroke of discipline and trial. Both 
hands are fastened to one secure pivot, 
the great, unchanging heart of a God 
of love—Source unknown. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


God’s Voice in Time of Trial._—And 
after the fire a still small voice (1 Kings 
19:12). It is related that when Robert 
Louis Stevenson was a little child, he 


_ accidentally locked himself into a room 


alone one day. He could not turn the 
key again as he was directed. Dark- 
ness was coming on, and his terror be- 
came extreme. His father sent for a 
locksmith to open the door, and during 
the period of waiting, he talked to 
Louis through the keyhole, the child 
becoming so engrossed by the charm 
of the father’s conversation that he for- 
got all his fears. And so our Heavenly 
Father’s still small voice dissipates our 
fears and makes His helpful presence 
real to us in the midst of trials that 
have apparently locked us in from 
worldly aid.—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Lessons in the Cave.—And after the 
fire a still small voice (1 Kings 19:12). 
It was the day after Carmel. The day 
after a big day can be a very bad day. 
From His baptism our Lord went to 
meet the Devil. After the third heaven, 
Paul came to his thorn in the flesh. 
But Elijah learned at the cave what he 
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never learned on Carmel. We make go0 
much these days of wind, fire, and 
earthquake, of the sensational and spec- 
tacular, of the dramatic demonstration 
on Carmel. We measure everything 
by “How big?” and “How loud?” God’s 
voice in the cave was still and small, 
He does indeed speak in wind, fire, and 
quake, but those are occasional. Woe, 
unto us if we are so deafened by the 
whirlwind that we cannot hear the 
whisper! We are in great danger of 
going from one Carmel to another, liv- 
ing on excitement, mass meetings, and 
amazing demonstrations, that we need 
a session in the cave. Let us not deafen 
our ears to the quiet moving of God's 
Spirit in hundreds of humble hearts 
whose work of faith and labor of love 
will outlast anything on Carmel.—From 
“Day by Day,” by Vance Havner. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 

The Unchanging Christ—And _ the 
Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy 
way (1 Kings 19:15). 


Coward and wayward and weak, 
I change with the changing sky, 
Today so eager and brave, 
Tomorrow, not willing to try; 
But He never gives in, 
So we two shall win— 
Jesus and I. 


—From Rochester Times. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


yw 
This Week’s. Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 389) 


1. King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. 

2. He gave him confidence in prayer, 
sustained him physically, and enabled 
him to perform miracles. 

3. Her meal and oil failed not and 
her son was raised from death (cf. 1 
Kings 17: 16, 22). 

4. He was deathly afraid of his 
“lord,” King Ahab (cf. 18:9). 

5. Mt. Carmel and Mt. Horeb. 

6. Their god, he declared, was too 
busy or unconcerned to help them: he 
was “talking, or ... pursuing, or...ina 
journey, or . . . sleepeth.. .” (v. 27). 

7. He had water poured on the al- 
tar three times (cf. vv. 33, 34). 

8. After the wind, earthquake, and 
fire came the “still small voice” (19:11, 
12). 

9. He was instructed to anoint kings 
of Syria and Israel; and Elisha as his 
own successor (cf. vv. 15, 16). 

10. John the Baptist (cf. Matt. 17: 
11-13). 

, ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Columbia River Highway 
(Continued from page 387) 


nual rose festival in June is one of the 
famous events of the Pacific Coast. 
Roses will be seen everywhere: the 
humblest dwellings will have their rose 
gardens, and beautiful displays may be 
seen throughout -the city’s fine park 
system. 


May 16, 1959 
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lesson for May 31 


The tour will start from Chicago on 
July 1, and will return thereto on July 
#4. Included in the tour are day and 
overnight stops. at Banff and Lake 
Louise; two full days and nights at 
beautiful Victoria, B. C., with accom- 
modations at the regal Empress Hotel; 
two days at Paradise Inn, Mt. Rainier; 
a day at Mt. Hood, and Seattle. Of 
course the high point of the tour is the 
eight-day cruise on board the S.S. 
Princess Louise, stopping at interesting 
ports along the way. 

If interested, you will enjoy reading 
the Alaska folder published for the 
1959 tour. Write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger 
(a director), The Sunday School Times 
Co. 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the tour throughout. 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 31 


Christian Concerns of North American 
Neighbors 
(Phil. 2:9-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OUR areas on continental North 

America may be included as rep- 
resenting the “neighbors” mentioned in 
this week’s topic—Canada, Alaska, Mex- 
ico, and Central America. Perhaps you 
can borrow large maps of these coun- 
tries, or a large map of North America 
for display and reference in your meet- 
ing room; or you may have one of your 
members draw outline maps of these 
areas on blackboards, or upon large 
sheets of kraft paper. 

You will also want to enlist the help 
of your pastor and counselor and mis- 
sionary society. in getting information 
as to what your particular denomina- 
tion is doing in these four areas. Mark 
the location of these places on your 
maps. You may be able to obtain pic- 
tures taken by your missionaries that 
can be displayed and referred to in the 
presentation of the topic. 


se 


It may seem at first somewhat strange 
to include Canada, our large and en- 
terprising neighbor to the north, as a 
part of this missionary topic. But, 
while Canada’s cities and industrial 
areas are well churched, and there are 
Many earnest and devout Christians 
living in Canada, there are also many 
Sections in its vast territory that are 
far removed from any regular oppor- 
tunities for Christian worship and teach- 
ing, and there is a very large section 
that is predominately Roman Catholic. 
It is said that in this vast land which 
has a population only slightly larger 
than the State of New York, 53 per cent 
of its people are nominally Protestant. 


Sixty per cent of its Catholic population 
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live in thé Province of Quebec. On the 
western coast of Canada there are large 
fishing, canning, and lumbering indus- 
tries, and pulp mills and aluminum 
processing plants using the abundant 
hydroelectric power of the land. Many 
of these are isolated from regular Chris- 
tian church opportunities. In the north, 
Indian tribes are widely separated, and 
many are as yet unreached with the 
Gospel. 
ge 


In addition to the denominational 
missionary efforts in Canada a number 
of evangelical missions are working in 
the outlying areas. Among them are: 

Shantymen’s Christian Association of North 

America, 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Ont. 

an Missions, 8-37th St., Toronto 14, 


a en Canada Evangelical Mission, Inc., 
Box 160, Meadow Lake, Sask. 
Pacific Coast oe 8s Mission, Box 363, 
Vancouver 1, B 
Canadian S. S. 1 802 Paris Bldg., 
259 Portage Ave., Winnipeg 2, Manitoba. 
ye 
Alaska, under the Russian Govern- 
ment came under the influence of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, and there are 
a limited number of Greek Catholics 
in this new state today. The Moravians 
did some early missionary work in 
Alaska, but modern, evangelical de- 
nominational work may be said to have 
been established there about 1877, when 
Sheldon Jackson and Amanda MacFar- 
lane arrived at Wrangell to open up 


. work for the Presbyterian Church, 


U.S.A. The territory of Alaska was later 
theoretically divided up by general un- 
derstanding among the several large 
denominations so that duplication of 
effort might be avoided. 

ye 


The natives, who do not like to be 
called “Indians,” originally were ani- 
mists, worshiping spirits that they be- 
lieved dwelt in almost everything. 
Many have been open to the Gospel 
and considerable numbers have been 
converted to Christ. But the’ example 
of the white man in drunkenness and 
immorality has been a great hindrance 
to strong Christian testimony. 

A number of independent, evangeli- 


cal missions are working in Alaska 
among which are: 
Arctic Missions, Inc.; Box 6746, Portland 


66, Oregon. 
Central Alaskan Mission, 
Glenallen, Alaska. 


Moravian Mission, 
Akiak, Alaska. ve 


Mexico is a land of striking con- 
trasts. It has a university older than 
Harvard or Yale, yet the masses are 
largely illiterate. Sanitation and hy- 
giene, except in the large city areas, 
is on the low level. The people are 
descendants of the Spanish Conquista- 
dors who intermarried with the orig- 
inal Indian inhabitants. It is estimated 
that about 30 per cent of the population 
are pure-blooded Indians. Catholicism 
is the principal religion, and, in the case 
of the Indian population, it has fre- 
quently been interwoven with the -old 
Indian paganism. Several large denom- 


Inc., Box 5, 


Kuskonoim District, 
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inations in the United States have 
missionary work in Mexico, but it is 
estimated that at least one-third of the 
people have no resident missionary. 
Several independent, evangelical agen- 
cies are doing excellent work in reach- 
ing the unevangelized Indian tribes and 
other Mexican peoples with the Gospel. 
Among these are: 

The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc., 325 

North 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 


The Latin American Prayer Fellowship, 
P. O. Box 323-M, Pasadena 17, Calif. 


Wycliffe Bible Translators, Box 870, Glen- 
dale 5, Calif. 

Central American Mission, 3611 Congress 
Ave., Dallas 19, Texas. 


we 


Central America is made up of six 
separate countries: Guatemala, Hon- 








UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 


. . . for Christian gospel radio script writer. Also, 
black and white promotional material. Real oppor- 
tunity to serve the Lord full time with nationally 
known Christian organization. Give past exneri- 
ence, references and compensation. 


Write Adv. 895, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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No wonder teachers and pupils alike 
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FAITH 
-FOR THE SPACE AGE 


THE PROBLEM 
This is an age of complex human 
problems with deep moral and 
spiritual consequences. Old foun- 
dations have crumbled and a sense 
of insecurity grips the heart of 
man. 


THE SOLUTION 

As Christians, we have the answer. 
The next question is how best can 
we witness in such times? Wit- 
nessing to the typical modern per- 
son often requires a, very special 
approach. In literally millions of 
cases one tool the Holy Spirit has 
used for this purpose is the Ser- 
mons From Science films. 


THE BASIS OF OPERATION 
The underlying purpose behind 
these Moody films is to inspire 
faith in God. The scientific ap- 
proach appeals to people of all 
ages and of all walks of life. 
Reaching the technically trained is 
often a difficult problem...but not 
with Sermons From Science! 
These. people appreciate the sub- 
ject matter, the accurate treatment, 
the painstaking photography as 
well as the message. 


THE CHALLENGE 
..is to YOU as an individual to 
take the gospel to those around 
you. Use Sermons From Science 
films in: 
¢ your church’s outreach 
* your home to reach neighbors 
¢ the factory, office, business 
* civic and other clubs 


THE NEXT STEP 

Write for the free color catalog 
describing all the Sermons From 
Science films and how they -are 
available on rental from an au- 
thorized dealer near you. Ask for 
catalog No. 9058T. 
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duras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, El Sal- 
vador, and Panama. Conditions in 
these countries are much the same as 
in Mexico, Roman Catholicism being 
the predominant faith, the people be- 
ing a mixture of Indian, Spaniard and, 
in the case of Honduras, Nicaragua, 
and Costa Rica, Negro. Evangelical 
missions working in Central America 
include: 
Central American Mission, onan Congress 
Ave., Dallas 19, Texas. 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, ~ 870, Glen- 
dale 5, Calif. 
Gospel Missionary Union, Inc., 1841 E. 
Seventh St., Kansas City 24 Mo. 
Latin America Mission, 285 Orchard Ter- 
race, Bogota, N. J. 
ve 


Any of the. missionary organizations 
listed above will be glad to send your 
young. people’s group literature telling 
about their work. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
b)- 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


May 25 to 31 


Mon., May 25.—1 Kings 17:1-16. 
God Sends Elijah Food. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “Hide thyself by 


‘the brook Cherith, that is before Jor- 


dan. And it shall be, that thou shalt 
drink of the brook; and I have com- 
manded the ravens to feed thee there.” 
God guided the prophet’s course. He 
guaranteed his sustentation. He told 
the prophet that He controlled the sup- 
plies, supply route, and the suppliers 
of his necessities. It is a shame that 
we do not trust God as we ought in 
our trying situations. Is it not written, 
“My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus”? (Phil. 4:19.) Pray for 
faith to trust God in difficufties. 


Tues., May 26.—1 Kings 17:17-24. 
og Elijah Raises Widow’s Son. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And the woman 
said to Elijah, Now by this I know that 
thou art a man of God, and that the 
word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth.” Raising dead sinners by the 
Gospel which “is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,” picves a minister to be “a 
man of God.” Only men in real, vital 
touch with God can “raise the dead” 
as described in Ephesians 2:1-6. All 
such merit the title “man of God.” 
Pray for the awakening of thousands of 
pastors to the greatest business in the 
world—the quickening of souls “dead 
in trespasses and sins.” 


Wed., May 27.—1 Kings 18:17-29. 
Truth Versus Falsehood. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God.” I 
recently stopped to look at the site of 
Elijah’s altar, where this mighty con- 
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quest between truth and falsehood wag 
fought and won through this prophet 
of God. I saw, too, the brook of Kishon 
which swept the dead bodies of the 
false prophets into the Mediterranean, 
El Marrakka, that great natural audi- 
torium, is still regarded reverently by 
devout, Jews. False cults never were 
more numerous than today. It will 
take men mighty with grace of God to 
turn many to righteousness. Pray for 
these latter days for the Spirit’s grace 
in a thousand pulpits. 


Thurs., May 28.—1 Kings 18:30-39. 
God Answers by Fire, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He repaired the 
altar of the Lord that was broken 
down.” The preliminaries of prevail- 
ing prayer are important. What Elijah 
was, did, and said before this prayer 
for fire from Heaven was absolutely 
necessary for prevailing prayer. Pay 
attention to being on praying ground 
before you ask God for a demonstration 
of His grace and power. Pray for grace 
to live wp to the Gospel standard in 
your service for the Lord. 


Fri., May 29.—1 Kings 19:1-8. 
Elijah Afraid of the Queen. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jezebel sent a 



























messenger unto Elijah ... and... he 
arose, and went for his life.” Fear can 
be a preservative of life. Our Lord 


directed disciples to flee from certain 
persecutors. Paul did so at Damascus 
and also arranged to get himself out 
of Jerusalem when more than forty 
men banded together under oath that 
they murder him. Be not foolhardy. 
God did not reprove Elijah. The Lord 
certainly overruled for good in that 
incident. Pray for God’s grace to sus- 
tain you in the tests of life. 


Sat., May 30.—1 Kings 19:9-18. 
Not Alone After All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What doest thou 
here, Elijah?” The Lord is present 
everywhere. He is acquainted with all 
our ways. In our troubles we think of 
God as afar off, but He is nearer than . 
our beating heart, “for in him we live, 
and move, and have our being.” Form 
the practice of conversing much. with 
God about everything, and you will 
discover a sweetness in such commun- 
ion that is unspeakable and full of 
glory. Pray for a deeper appreciation 
of the Lord’s preciousness. 


Sun., May 31.—Psa. 27:1-6. 
“Of Whom Shall I Be Afraid?” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? the Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Fear 
is a natural emotion. It moves one to 
take caution against danger. Often 
evil feared can be real or imaginary. 
David certainly had cause to watch 
against his numerous enemies. But he 
trusted God so much that he looked to 
Him continually for safety, deliverance, 
and victory. Avoid bravado. 
the Lord to guide you, guard you, and 
to make a way of escape for you in 
tight situations. Pray for victory over 
your fears and foes. 

















